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1. The Odyssey is Honda’s entrance into the popular and profitable minivan 
market. The Odyssey is also sold under the name Oasis for the Isuzu line. 


1998 HONDA ODYSSEY, part 1 


by Michael Hyde 


10.98 


2. Opening 
the Odyssey 
is pretty 
simple, since 
Honda made 
a weak 
attempt at 
shielding the 
vertical 
linkage rod. 


3. Start out with a good set of wedges and what 
I call a ‘sideways gripping’ tool. 


Due to the length and number of photographs in this article, this will be broken 
into two parts. This month covering the ignition and doors and next month the 
hatch, glove box and programming procedures. 


Opening 
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4. The vertical 
linkage rod has 
a thin rubber 
sleeve to slow 
down the Slim- 
Jim. Grip the 
rod from the 
side and you 
will be 
pressing the 
rubber sleeve 
against the rod 
and then raise 
it up. 


5. The ignition lock can be a real pain to get out. 
This van is equipped with a dealer only transponder system. 


Ignition 
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6. To remove the ignition lock you must first remove 
the plastic column shroud. 


8. Once the screws are removed you can unsnap the 
plastic shroud. The shroud fits in the dash tightly and 
it may be necessary to remove the lower dash panel. 


7. There are 6 Phillips-head screws to remove. 


9. To remove the lower dash panel first remove the 2 
Phillips-head screws on the right side. 
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10. Next 
remove the 
screw behind 
the small 
flip out 
compartment. 


11. The panel can now be unsnapped and removed. 


12. Once everything is removed, you have access to 
the ignition lock and housing. 
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13. The ignition lock cylinder is retained 
into a larger lock housing. 
The larger lock housing has an active retainer. 


14. There is a shear-head bolt that secures the lock 
housing with a clamp at the base of the lock where it 
meets the column. 


15. This is no small 
lock assembly. 


Rear 
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16. A view of the active retainer. The key 
must be turned to the ON position to 
depress the retainer. 


17. The 
transponder 
induction coil 
(antenna) mounts 
to the face of the 
lock housing. 


18. There is a Phillips-head screw on each side of the induction coil that must be removed. 
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19. The induction coil can now 
be moved aside and 
disconnected from the wiring 
harness. 


20. The illumination 
ring and adjacent 
electronics can now be 
removed and 
disconnected from the 
wiring harness. There 
are 2 Phillips-head 
screws. 


21. A view of the front of 
the lock without any 
electronic components. 
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22. There is a small actuator that can easily be lost if 
not removed for re-assembly later. 


23. The next thing is to remove the 
roll pin holding the lock cylinder 
into the lock housing. 


24. The cylinder 
will then slide out. 
There is an 
actuator lever that 
presses down on 
the cylinder, but 
will lift up far 
enough to get the 
cylinder in and out. 


25. There is a code 
stamped on the lock 
cylinder. This is not a 
help since you have to do 
a lot of work to get the 
cylinder out. 
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26. The lock cylinder removed from the lock housing. 


27. There 
is a 
tension 
roll pin 
that 
secures a 
cam on 
the rear 
of the 
cylinder 
plug. Use 
a pin 
punch to 
remove 
the roll 
pin. 


28. Once the roll pin is removed slide 
the cam off the back of the lock. 


29. With the 
roll pin and 
cam removed 
you can slide 
the cylinder 
plug out. 


30. The ignition cylinder 
contains all 8 tumblers. 
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31. A view of the ignition 
lock cylinder 
disassembled. 


32. The door lock cylinder is part of the outside 
handle. 


Door Lock 


33. To service 
the door lock 
cylinder you will 
have to remove 
the inside door 
panel. 
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34. Remove the 
Phillips-head 
screws in the 
door pull 
cavities. There 
are plastic trim 
covers to hide 
them. 


35. Remove 
the Phillips- 
head screw to 
the right of the 
speaker in the 
storage cavity. 
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36. Remove the Phillips- 
head screw on the inside 
door release trim. 


37. Slide the unit forward to remove. 


38. Next disconnect 
the linkage rod and 
disconnect the unit 
from the wiring 
harness. 
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39. The door 
panel can now 
be unsnapped 
and moved to 
the side. Don’t 
forget to 
disconnect the 
wiring. 


40. A view of 
the door and 
the weather 
barrier. Do not 
tear the 
weather barrier 
but instead lift 
it off the door 
gently. 
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41. There is just enough room to get the lock out. 


42. The best way to remove the lock cylinder is to take 
off the C-clip and slide off the tailpiece. 


43. The 
tailpiece is 
plastic and the 
connector to 
the door lock 
switch is 
plastic. Once 
you remove the 
tailpiece from 
the lock 
cylinder it is 
much easier to 
remove the 
linkage rod and 
plastic door 
lock connector. 
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44. Remove the two 
10mm bolts that hold 
on the outside door 
handle. You can now 
slide out the handle 
enough to gain access 
to the wire clip that 
holds on the cylinder 
to the handle. You 
must use a small flat 
blade screwdriver to 
get the clip out from 
around the lock 
cylinder. 


45. A view of the outside handle. 


46. This is the cylinder guard for the handle. 


47. A view of the cylinder guard and the 
wire clip as it sits on the handle. 


48. A view 
of the lock 
cylinder 
and 
handle 
assembly 
as it would 
be in the 
door. 
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49. The door lock 
cylinder removed. 
There is a code 
stamped on the side 
of the lock. The code 
is the bottom 4 
numbers. The code 
series runs from 
5001-8442 with no 
prefix. 


50. The cylinder 
plug will slide out 
and is not warded. 


51. The cylinder plug contains 
7 tumblers in positions 1 
through 7. 


